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Bi  August  of  1736,  two  hundred  years,  ago  this  month, 
our  ancestor  John  Jacob  Bush,  was  on  the  high  seas  on 
his  way  to  America.  just  where  he  started  from  we  do 
not  know  except  that  it  was  somewhere  along  the  Rhine. 
W©  do  know  that  he  came  down  the  Rhine  to  Rotterdam, 
where  he  took  the  ship  Princess  Augustus*  The  ships 
of  that  day  were  none  of  them  large ,  yet  this  one 
carried  330  passengers,  Swiss  and  German  families 
coming  to  make  their  homes  in.  America*  The  ship 
landed  its  passengers  in  Philadelphia,  where  on  • 
September  16,  1736,  the  men  and  boys  over  sixteen 
took  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  government  of 
Pennsylvania. 
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We  know  little  of  John  Jacob  Bush,  except  that  he  had 
a  son  Lewis,  and  it  is  said  he  had  at  least  one  other 
son.  The  family  lived  for  some  time  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  it  seems  likely  that  Lewis  Bush  married  in  that 
colony,  but  he  moved  to  Virginia,  to  the  Valley  of  the 
South  Branch  of  Potomac  while  that  region,  was  still  on 
the  extreme  western  frontier  of  settlement*.  He  was 
still  living  in  Pendleton  County,  Virginia*,  in.  1794* 
in  which  year  the  records  show  he  was  excused  from 
military  service  because  of  physical  infirmity  — 
probably  old  age.  Lewis  Bush  had  several  children* 
three  of  whom.  -  Michael,  Sarah  and  Leonard,  come  in 
later  years  to  Ohio. 


Michael  Bush,  the  first  of  these  three  who  came  to 
Ohio,  was  born  in  1750*  His  wife’s  name  was  Magdalene* 
Michael  and  Magdalene  were  the  parents  of  four  children:. 
John,  Michael,  JT*,  Elizabeth,  and  Eve. 


„  1*  John  Bush,  son  of  Michael,  was  married  in  Virginia 

to  Mary  Wise,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Wise*  After 
the  death  of  his  first  wife,  John  Bush  married  Kaz.iah 
v  Scofield,  and  later  after  she  had  died,  he  married. 
Elizabeth  Ross. 
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2.*  Michael  Bush,  JT  .,  married.  Susan  oar  Susannah 
Powers,  the  daughter  of  Martin  powers  and  M a  wife 
Elizabeth  Skobe. 

a*  Elizabeth  Bush  married  Abraham  powers,  a  brother 
of  Susan  and  son  of  Martin  and  Elizabeth  Shobe  powers* 

4*  Eve  Bush  was  married  after  coming  to  Ohio  to 
Abraham  Stookey,  the  son  of  Michael  Stookey* 

Michael  Bush,  Sr*,  and  his  wifei  John  Bush  and  hi  a 
wife  i  and  Eve  Bush  Stookey  and  her  husband,  all  are 
buried  in  the  old  cemetery  on  the  hill  just  south 
of  Austin,  Ross  County*  Michael  Bush,  jr.,  and 
Elizabeth  Bush  powers  left  Ohio  and  went  on  westward 
to  Indiana  about  1825  or  1825* 

Sarah  Bush  Mallow,  the  second  of  Lewis  Bush,s  children 
to  come  to  Ohio,  was  born  in  1753*  She  was  married 
in  Virginia  to  Adam  i&llow  who  was  a  son  of  Michael 
and  Mary  Mallow,  early  pioneora  of  tho  South  Branch 
Valley*  Adam  and  Sarah  Mallow  had  four  children j 
Adam,  Jr.,  Honry,  Margaret,  and  Eve* 

I*  Adam  Mallcw,  Jr*,  narriod  phoobe  Dice,  a  daughter 
of  Matthias  Dice  of  Virginia,  and  they  had  a  large 
family* 

2/  Henry  Mallow  married  Sarah  Pope  jay  and  had  several 
children* 

2*.  Margaret  Mallow,  married  Jacob  Carr,  said  to  have 
been  a  son  of  Jacob  Carr  of  Virginia.  Their  home  was 
•in  Ross  County,  but  we  have  no  records  of  their  des¬ 
cendants* 

4*  Evo  Mallow  married  in  Virginia,  William  Dice,  son 
of  Matthias  Dice,  and  brother  of  phoobo  Dice  who  was 
tho  wife  of  Adam  Mallow,  JT*  Sha  cano  to  Ohio  to 
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visit,  but  her  hone  renainod  in  Virginia.  At  least 
Qua  of  ther  sons,  William  Mallow  Dice,  cane  to  Ohio 
as.  a  young  nan  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life 
here* 

In  the  old  graveyard  on  the  west  -side  of  the  North 
Fork  of  Paint,  and  about  a  mile  north  of  the  nouth 
of  Her  rod*  s  Crook,  aro  buried  Adan  Mallow,  Sr.,  and 
his  wife  Sarah  Bush  Mall  err,  and  their  two  sons, 

Adan,  Jr. ,  and  Henry,  with  thoir  wives,  as  well  as 
lator  nonbors  of  the  family. 

It  is  said  that  Adan  Mallow  moved  his  family  to  Ohio 
about  1306,  but  he  himself  had  visited  the  Ohio 
country  long  before  that,  when  as  a  small  boy  he  had 
lived  for  several  years  as  a  captive  among  the 
Indians  on  the  very  spot  where  he  afterward  bought  his 
farm  and  spent  the  later  years  of  his  long  life. 

The  third  of  the  children  of  Lewis  Bush  to  coma  to 
Ohio  was  Leonard  Bush,  Sr.  Leonard  Bush,  Sr.  was 
bom  in  1755,  and  was  married  in  Virginia  to  Cath¬ 
arine  Stingloy.  They  had  a  large  family,  fourteen 
children ,  all  but  one  of  whom  came  to  Ohio  to  live. 
Their  children  were:  Sarah,  Leonard  Jr.,  Abraham, 
Mary,  Elizabeth,  Catharine,  Jacob,  Susannah,  Rachel, 
Daniel,  Magdalene,  Jemima,  Naomi,  and  Rebecca.. 

1*.  Sarah  Bush  married  Leonard  Hyer,  son  of  Leonard 
Hyer  of  Virginia,  and  said  to  be  the  fourth  of  the 
name,  in  direct  line » 

2..  Leonard  Bush,  Jr.,  married  in  Virginia,  Catha¬ 
rine  Powers ,  a  daughter  of  Martin  and  Elizabeth 
Shaba  Powers,  and  a  sister  of  Susan  and  Abraham 
powers  who  had  married  Michael  and  Betsey  Bush. 

S.  Abraham  Bush  marriod  Phoebe  Peterson,  a  daughter 
of  John  Jacob  Peterson,  the  same  John  Jacob  who  as 
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a.  child  of  six  or  seven  had.  been  brought  by  his 
parents  to  America  on  the  same  boat  on  which  John 
Jacob  Bush  came  across  from  Rotterdam  to  Phila¬ 
delphia  * 

4.  Mary  Bush  married.  Jacob  Shobe  in  Virginia-  The. 
name  Jacob  is  repeated  so  many  times  in  the  early 
Shobe  family  that  it  makes  the  idant if i c at i on  of  his 
parents  difficult. 

5*  Elizabeth  Bush  married  in  Fayette  County,  Ed¬ 
ward  Feagins,  the  son  of  Captain  Daniel  Feagina  and. 
his  wife  Violet  Combs* 

& .  Catharine  Bush  married  in  Virginia,  George- 
Mallow ,  son  of  Adam  Mallow1  s  younger  brother  Henry  — 
Henry  Mallow  was  born  in  Ohio  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Scioto  in  November  IV 5 8  while  his  mother  was  a 
captive  among  the  Indians. 

7-  Jacob  Bush  married  in  Fayette  County,  Sarah 
Baughn,.  the  daughter  of  Henry  Baughn  and  his  wife 
Elizabeth  Wall* 

8-  Susannah  Bush  married  in  Fayette  County,  Robert 
Burnett,  the  son  of  Robert  and  Susannah  Burnett. 

The  Burnetts  also  came  from  Pendleton  County  to 
Ohio,  but  their  homo  was  in  tho  southern  part  of 
Pendleton,  while  most  of  these  other  families  came 
from  the  northern  part  of  Pendleton. 

9-  Rachel  Bush  married  Thomas  Burnett,  son  of 
Robert  and  Susannah  Burnett  and  brother  of  Robert,  Jr- 

IQ.  Daniel  Bush  married  Susannah  Baughn ,  daughter  ofT 
Henry  and  Elizabeth  Wall  Baughn,  and  sister  to 
Sarah  Baughn  the  wife  of  Jacob  Bush. 

Magdalene  Bush  (usually  called  Molly)  married 
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Henry  Burnett,  a  brother  of  Robert  and  Thomas  who  married 
Susannah  and  Rachel  Bush.* 

12*  Jemima  Bush  married  Jesse  Peterson,  but  his  exact 
place  in  the  Peterson  family  is  not  ascertained. 

13*  Naomi  Bush  (usually  called  Amy)  married  Joseph  Mark., 
a  son  of  peter  Mark  and  his  wife  Mary  LeGore. 

14.  Rebecca  Bush  married  Elijah  Arnold,  youngest  son  of 
John  Arnold  and  his  wife  Betsey  Ross* 

It  is  hard  for  us  to  realise  today  the  obstacles  that  cur 
ancestors  had  to  overcome  when  they  first  left  Virginia 
and  cane  to  Ohio  to  live.  Perhaps  in  no  way  is  the 
contrast  between  that  day  and  this  greater  than  in  the 
matter  of  travel* 

So  far  as  we  know,  the  first  of  the  Bush  family  to  mi¬ 
grate  to  Ohio  were  Michael  Bush,  Senior,  and  his  son 
John,  who  settled  in  Res s  County  on  the  North  Fork,  of 
paint  Creek,  and  built  a  mill  long  known  as  Bush*s  Mill  - 
m  the  summer  of  1798  a  cavalcade  of  over  three  hundred 
people  migrated  from  Pendleton  and  Hardy  Counties  in  the 
Valley  of  the  south  Branch  of  the  Potomac  in  Virginia, 
and  settled  in  Ross  County,  Ohio,  mostly  on  the  North 
Fork  of  paint  Creek*  Among  these  were  Michael  and  John 
Bush  and  their  families*  Ho  aro  not  certain  of  the 
route  by  which  they  came,  but  it  is  said  they  followed 
an  old  Indian  trad!  down  the  Little  Kdnawha  River  to 
the  Ohio,  then  up  the  Hocking  to  the  present  site  of 
Lancaster,  and  across  country  by  the  new  trail  known  as 
Zane’s  Trace  to  Ross  County.  This  was  only  two  years 
after  the  first  settlement  had  boon  made  in  Ross  County 
at  Chillicothe,  and  much  of  the  trail  by  which  they  cone 
was  not  passable  for  wagons*  They  roda  horsos,  and 
what  household  goods  they  brought  with  then  was  carried 
on  pack  saddles*  It  was  a  trip  of  four  hundred  miles  or 
more,  and  twenty  miles  was  considered  a  good  day’s 
journey,  with  mountains  to  cross,  rivers  to  ford,  and 
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atiiar  hardship  a  of  the  trail  to  meet.  John  Bush's 
young  wife,  Mary  Wise,  rode  horseback,  carrying  in  her 
anas  her  infant  daughter,  Betsey,  who  was  six  weeks  old 
when  they  left  their  home  in  Virginia,  Her  other  child, 
Solomon  Bush,  then  two  years  old,  rode  behind  her  on 
the  horse,  securely  tied  to  her  in  order  that  he  might 
not  fall  from  tho  horse  when  he  would  be  overcome  by 
sleep. 

It  was  not  very  long  after  this  that  Abraham  Bush, 
second  son  of  Leonard  Bush,  Sr.,  came  out  to  the  Ohio 
country.  Just  when  he  first  came  we  do  not  know,  but 
we  do  know  that  he  made  several  trips  back  and  forth 
across  the  mountains  from  his  old  home  in  Virginia  to 
the  new  settlement  in  Ohio,  examining  lauds  in  the  new 
country,  with  a  view  to  moving  out.  Leonard  Bush,  Jr. 
also  cade  at  least  one  trip  to  Ohio  previous  to  moving 
his  family  out,  looking  up  a  desirable  location  for 
himself  and  his  father.  It  would  appear  that  Abraham, 
cans  out  and  settled  in  Ross  County  a  little  earlier 
than  did  Leonard,  Jr. 

It  was  in  the  summer  of  1809  that  Leonard  Bush,  Jr. 
moved  his  family  to  Ohio.  Soma  months  earlier  he  had 
been  on  the  North  Fork  of  Paint  Greek:  and  had  obtained 
land  and  built  a  cabin  on  a  gravel  terrace  about  a  half 
n-na  northwest  of  the  point  where  Herrcd's  Creek  empties 
into  the  North  Fork  of  Paint.  It  was  a  little  cabin  of 
one  room,  with,  a  loft  and.  Lean-to ,  with  a  dirt  floor, 
a  door  of  heavy  planking  that  could  be  Locked  from  the 
inside  by  a  stout  bar  of  wood,  and  windows  which  were 
nothing  more  than  small  square  openings  with  little 
wooden  doors  that  could  be  barred  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  larger  door* 

Several  other  families  are  said  to  have  come  from 
Virginia  at  tho  sane  tine  that  Leonard  Bush,  Jr. 
brought  his  family  out ,  but  the  only  ono  we  know 
with  certainty  was  Abraham  Hegler,  whoso  young  wife, 
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Elizabeth.  Shoba,  was  a  cousin  of  Leonard  Bush's  wife, 
Catharine  Fewer s.  Leonard  Bush's  family  consisted  of 
himself  and  his  wife  and  three  little  children,  Jacob, 
Betty  and  jamma*  By  this  time  the  trail  could  be 
used  by  wagons*  and  they  brought  their  household  gear- 
in  a  large  covered  wagon  -  a  Conestoga  wagon,  it  was 
called  -  with  a  wagon  bed  that  curved  downward  in  the 
middle  to  prevent  the  load  from  shifting  in  crossing 
the  mountains,  and  great  bows  or  hoops  extending  above 
the  wagon  bed  and  covorod  with  canvas  to  protect  the 
load  from  tho  weathor*  They  brought  with  them  some 
live  stock,  including  at  least  one  milk  cow  to  furnish 
milk  for  the  children  en  route*.  Also  they  brought 
farm  and  garden  seeds,  and  ~  it  is  said  -  the  materials 
for  starting  an  orchard  —  the  whether  this  consisted 
of  seeds  or  sprouts  or  cuttings  we  do  not  know. 

As  in  the  migration  of  a  few  years  earlier,  the  women 
rode  horseback,  since  a  seat  on  a  good  riding  horse  was 
much  more  comfortable  than  ono  in  a  jolting  wagon*  The 
older  children  rode  in  the  wagons,  altho  it  is  told 
that  little  Jacob  Bush*  five  years  old,  walked  a  good 
many  miles,  of  the  way  helping  the  men  with  the  driving 
of  the  live  stock  they  brought  with  then*  Various 
stories  have  cone  down  to  us  concerning  this  journey* 
One  of  then  concerns  a  delay  caused  by  a  wagon  wheel 
broken  by  ’Tiding  a  stump**..  Tho  road  was  considered 
passable  for  wagons,  but  it  was  full  of  stumps,  and 
care  had  to  be  used  in  guiding  a  wagon  among  them* 

’Then  this  wheel  broke  down  the  travelers  were  not  far 
from  one  of  the  infrequent  cabins  they  passed  on  their 
trip,  and  tho  women  and  children  wont  back  to  the  cabin 
during  the  halt*  The  woman  of  the  cabin  looked  with 
saorn  upon  little  Jemima  Bush  whose  mother  had  carried 
her  carefully  in  her  arms  all  the  way,  Jemima  being  a 
delicate  child*  "I  would  not  have  such  a  baby"  the 
strange  woman  remarked  several  tinos,  and  finally 
Jemima's  mother  said:  "Yes,  but  I  have  her  and  I  must 
take  care  of  her"*  '"Jell,  I  wouldn’t",  answered  the 
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woman,  “1*1  kill  her.  Iou*LL  never  raise  her  anyhow.1* 
Jemima  died,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two*. 

After  the  travelers  reached  what  is  now  Ross  County 
and  left  the  main  trace  it  was  necessary  for  the 
nen  to  go  ahead  and  cut  a  way  through  the  forest 
for  the  wagons  to  pass  through.  Leonard  Bush  had  to 
cut  such  a  road  the  last  part  of  the  way  in  order  to 
..bring  his  wagon  to  the  cabin  at  the  nouth  of  Herrod’s 
Greek. 

In  those  days,  on  such  a  migration  as  this,  it  was 
customary  for  certain  men  among  the  friends  or 
relatives  to  go  along  and  assist  in  the  moving.  Na 
know  of  at  least  one  such  who  accompanied  Leonard 
Bush,  Jr.,  on  his  journey  to  Ohio.  This  was  George 
Stinglay,  said  to  have  been  an  uncle  of  Leonard 
Bush,  Jr.,  and  whose  wife  was  an  aunt  of  Elizabeth 
Shobe  Hegler.  George  Stingley  lingered  for  a  little 
while  to  help  sat  things  in  ordor  About  tho  new 
homes,  and  to  take  a  look  about  the  now  country; 
then  ho  mad*  his  way  back  across  tho  mountains, 
carrying  with  him  lottors  writton  by  the  new  sottlors 
in  Ohio  to  their  relatives  bock  in  tho  South  Branch 
Volley,  telling  of  their  journey  successfully  accomp¬ 
lished,  and.  of  their  impressions  of  the  new  home  in 
Ohio.-  He  also  carried  word  of  a  new  member  added  to 
the  household,  for  on  September  2.0,  1809,  two  weeks' 
after  the  arrival  at  the  cabin  at  the  mouth  of  Herrod’s 
Creek,  a  fourth  child  was  bom  in  the  family  of 
Leonard  Bush,  Jr.,  little  Naomi,  who  in  later  life 
was  known  as  "Aunt  Amy  Hankie 

Ih  the  spring  of  1811,  Leonard  .Bush,  Jr.,  left  the 
Ross  County  home  and  cane  up  inot  Fayette  and  settled 
on  new  land  where  he  lived  the  rest  of  his  life.  But. 
before  this  time  his  father,  Leonard  Bush,  Sr.,  had 
also  come  to  Ohio. 
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Leonard.  Busk ,  Sr®,  moved  out  to  Ohio  in.  the  gunner  of 
1810*.  Three  or  four  of  hi  3  older  children  ware  already 
in  Ohio *  One  daughter,  Catharine  Bush  Mallow,  remain- 
ed  in  Virginia*  The  rest  of  the  fourteen  children 
cane  with  their  parents*  3h  this  family  there  were  no 
infants  to  be  carried  with  care  all  the  way,  the  young¬ 
est  of  Leonard  Bush r 3  children  being  a  little  girl  of 
ten.  They  brought  wagons  end  a  considerable  amount  of 
equipment  for  tho  now  house  and  now  faro  thoy  wore  to 
make  in  the  wilderness*.  Leonard  Bush  obtained  a  large 
tract  of  land  along  Sugar  Croak,  but  the  land  was  new 
and  parts  of  it  wore  swanpy,  and  nearly  ni  l  of  it  had 
to  be  cleared  of  tho  forest  growth*  (to  the  higher 
land  this  clearing  consisted  mainly  of  the  felling  of 
the  largo  trees,  but  on  tho  rich  bottom  lands  not  only 
must  the  trees  bo  foliod,  but  tho  rank  undergrowth 
oust  be  grubbed  out,  with  almost  unbelievably  hard 
labor*  Tho  axo  and  grubbing  hoe  wore  indisponsiblo 
tools,  of  tho  pioneer,  and  many  months  of  hard  work 
wont  into  the  clearing  of  the  new  land.  Leonard  Bush 
built  a  new  log  house  on  his  land,  a  double  log  house 
consisting  of"  two  square  log  structures  each  with  a 
loft,  and  with  a  roof  extending  over  both  and  over  a 
fair-sized  area  betwocn  then,  which  was  open  at  both 
ends  and  was  called  the  "entry"*  This  house  stood,  a 
little  to  tho  west  of  Sugar  Creek  and  south  of  the 
prosont  C  .C  .C  .  highway* 

Westward  migration  had  bo  gun  as  a  more  trickle  hero 
end  thoro  adross  tho  mountains  *  Now  it  had  swollod 
to  a  flood,  and  not  only  woro  sottlers  now  pouring 
into  Ohio,  but  many  woro  beginning  to  novo  on  farthor 
to  the  westward,  to  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri* 

Leonard  Bush,  Sr.,  had  a  largo  family,  but  ho  took 
groat  prido  and  plcasuro  in  his  children*  One 
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daughter  had  been.  Left  behind  in.  Virginia  „  That  was 
unavoidable,  but  he  did  not  want  the  others  to  move 
on  westward  and  Leave  hm.  In  those  days  it  was  a 
common  thing  for  a  man  to  give  or  will  his  lands  to 
his  sons,  but  to  expect  his  daughters  to  "marry 
thiiir  farms".  But  Leonard  Bush  did  not  see  any 
wisdom  in  that  kind  of  a  procedure.  He  was  good  to 
his  four  sons  and  helped  them  to  acquire  land j-  but 
to  each  of  his  ton  daughters  ho  gavo  fifty  acres  of 
land  as  a  wedding  present.  Not  ono  of  tho  daughters 
who  came  to  Ohio  with  him  ever  moved  on  west.  Tf* 
you  want  to  see  the  result  of  this  policy  of  hlsy 
go  over  in  the  old  Bush  Cemetery  and  search  among 
the  graves  there.  You  will  find  the  graves  of 
Leonard  Bush,  Sr.,  and  his  wife  Catharine  Stingley, 
while  near  at  hand  are  those  of  his  four  sons  and. 
six  of  his  ton  daughters.  Two  other  daughters  are 
buriod  only  a  fow  milos  away,  Naomi  in  tho  Staunton 
churchyard,  and  Rebecca  in  the  Sabina  comotcry. 

Ono  daughter,  Mary,  is  buriod  near  Line.,  while 
Catharine,  tho  one  who  stayod  behind  in  Virginia, 
is  buried  not  far  from  tho  old  homo  in  Pendleton 
County.  But  grandchildren  and  great-grandchildren 
and.  those  of  lator  generations  scattered  all  over 
the  country,  until  there  is  scarcely  a  state  in  the 
Union  where  you  are  not  Likely  to  find  sene  of  the 
descendants  of  Leonard  Bush,  Sr. 
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